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amount of ammunition. This marked another
stage in the growth of the expedition. Rein-
forcements on such a scale would mean that the
Gallipoli campaign, far from being a side-show,
must be regarded as a major operation. The
diversion of so many troops would make a
very appreciable difference to our strength in
France, and consequently to the plans of Joffre
and Sir John French, who wanted to know
what they could rely upon in the way of new
Divisions.
No immediate decision was made because at
the end of ^May the Liberal Cabinet gave place
to a Coalition, and the new Ministers were busy
settling into their places. Mr. Churchill handed
over the Admiralty to Lord Balfour, and Mr.
Lloyd George became the head of the new
Ministry of Munitions. The Dardanelles ques-
tion remained in abeyance till June 7, when
Kitchener brought three alternatives up for
discussion.
(i) To withdraw.
This would put an end to an operation the
'difficulties of which had been under-estimated
. . . but the actual tactical operation of with-
drawal would be one of great difficulty and
danger, involving certainly much loss of life___
More permanent disadvantages would be the
abandonment of all hope of further co-opera-
tion from the Balkan States, the surrender of
Constantinople to Germany . . . and last
but not least, a blow to our prestige which
would resound throughout every portion
of our Empire and create serious difficul-